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~'m grateful for the opportunity to express in a special way my love and assist two very
special people (special to me). It's always a beautiful thing when two young people
decide to forsake all others and cling to each other for life. That is, forsaking all
but Jesus. Two people who are willing to let their lives together become objects of His
transforming grace and chamnels of His love., In the same way that you can get a closer
look through the two lenses united in a meaningful way in a set of binoculars, so to,
men will get a closer look at Jesus through a man and a woman who are united by God in a
meaningful marriage.

There is so much that could be said on this occasion - it's very difficult to select the
thoughts that will be the most meaningful for the occasion.

Let me start by stating that knowing both Kerry and Mark as T do, I'm sure that you both
have grown in your relationship and love to the point that you both reverence each other
and you both have as your sole purpose in life the satisfaction of each other and are
willing to assume the responsibilities and commitments of marriage as well as the joys
and pleasures. When Christian people come to such a place in their life Jesus said, "A
man shall leave his father and mother and shall cleave unto his wife and the two shall
be one flesh."

So, what we are witnessing is endorsed by God, instructed by the Holy Spirit and certainly
approved by Jesus Christ,

WHO GIVES THIS WOMAN IN MARRTAGE?

I know that both you, Mark and you, Kerry, believe in the Biblical principles of marriage
and you want God to bless the home that you are now forming., I'm sure that you both
accept marriage as the most hallowed, consecrated and sanctified of institutions. In
fact, marriage is the first institution established by God.

. As familiar as you may be with these principles, I feel it important to impress your heart
with Biblical principles that shall henceforth guide your lives in this relationship of
marriage,

(Marriages made by God)

We all need others. No one is complete within himself. Isolation would be pure torture.
Is it then no wonder that God has so designed man that the highest form of fellowship can
only come when two people are totally committed to each other in marriage and to God in |
Jesus Christ, This is why, I think, that God stipulates that the marriage union is indis- |
soluble except for the cause of adultery. 2

We all need loyal friends, The kind of loyalty required in a marriage that God makes
-is a loyalty that is willing to pledge a contract that will last "until death do us part,”
and that will eliminate other competition.

We need unity - in marriage two become one flesh., May I caution you - ag a result of this
ceremony there will be a formal unity but your marriage will only reach the level of Godly
unity when your souls are united in God, committed to God and mutually dependant upon God.

We need openness of communication - the feeling of assurance and the acceptance (with no
threat) of each other., This kind of opemnness comes only as a marriage is undergirded with |
loyalty, unity and integrity. Your mutual trust of each other is precious in your marriage,
don't lose  this.

We need to know what our role in life is and God has not left us in the dark on this. GCod's




] . .
word stwpulates that the weaker vessel is not to be abused nor is the stronger to be reproached.
Women is not man's slave but his helper. Man is not to be woman's oppressor but her protector,
She was taken from man's side, not his head or his feet.

God's word lays a challenge at the feet of all who will enter this divine relationship. You
are calling Him to witness your vows. Hear what His word says this involves: "The wife shall
submit herself unto her husband as unto the Lord." "The husband shall be the head of the wife
as Christ is the head of the church and the Savior of the body." "As the church is subject to
Christ so shall the wife be to her husband in everything." "The husband is to love his wife
as Christ loved the church," "Let the man love his wife as himself and let the wife reverence
her husband."

Thus, the marriage relationship is intimate and sacred, hallowed even to the extent that all
other human relationships are forsaken for this new one. You, Kerry and Mark, will never show
more respect for one another than when you manifest true love, devotion and concern for each
other and conversely you will never show less regard for yourselves and heaven's will than
when you abuse this Holy Order and you can do this by brutality or by neglect.

WILL YOU JOIN RIGHT HANDS

Do you, Mark, take this woman whom you now hold by the right hand to be your lawfully wedded
wife? Do you promise to love and cherish her in sickness and in health? Will you provide for
her in prosperity and adversity and forsaking all others, cleave to her and to her alone until
dea‘th.

Do you, Kerry, take this man whose right hand you now hold to be your lawful wedded husband
and do by him the part of a faithful wife? Do you promise to love and honor him in sickness
and in health and in prosperity and adversity, and forsaking all others, cleave unto him until
death you do part?

ARE THERE RINGS?

For centuries rings have been used as tokens of pledges made in good faith and as seals of
sacred vows honorably declared. As you give these rings and receive them you are pledging
yourselves one to the other to discharge fully and faithfully those responsibilities that are
yours in view of your new relationship, Furthermore the circular nature of the ring symbolizes
the eternal nature of this sacred union you are now forming, The almost indestructable nature
of the precious metal out of which it is formed symbolizes your indestructable devotion and
love for one another. May your love last longer than these rings.

TO MARK, AS HE PLACES RING ON KERRY'S HAND ¥¥*¥¥* Repeat after me. With this ring - I thee wed -|
and with all my goods - I thee endow - my name, my home - my hand, my life - my all - until
death separates,

IO KERRY, AS SHE PLACES RING ON MARK'S FINGER *¥*%%* Repeat after me - Unto your gracious offer -
I gladly respond ~ and with a like token - I pledge you ~ the loyalty of my life - the love of
my heart - and the devotion of my soul - and I promise you — your faithful wife — to be forever.

AND NOW BY THE AUTHORITY INVESTED IN ME AS A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST, I NOW PRONOUNCE
YOU HUSBAND AND WIFE.

SHALL WE PRAY TOGETHER? And we pray our Father, that the smile of thy face and the consolation
of thy peace and the sunshine of thy love may be theirs to enjoy as they entwine their hearts,
enlarge their love and build their home., Through Jesus Christ our Lord.....Amen,




January 5, 1976
Dear Family,

How is the weather? Right now it is 19° here with a wind chill factor
of 7°, and about li inches of snow on the ground. Weather like this

is only pleasing to a malamute. We took him to the part Sunday

and let him play ong the ice and the snow. There were people actually
gkiing at the park. Josh of course looked like he really belonged in
the snow.

Guess what we found? A husky that was marked judt like Josh? We ran an
ad in the paper and he was claimed @ by a couple in Kansas. He had
been stolen by some black kids in their neighborhood and then just traded
around I guess till he ended up in our neighborhood. Anyway we got a 10%
reward!!!

Mark bought Josh a ddgﬁouse. It looks just like Snoopys. It is white
with red shingles on the roof. He hasn't gone Xk in it yet and I doubt
he ever will, I g= just felt guilkty leaving him out in the‘freezing
rain.

Kirk,Mark is using your bank. It is about half full of pennys. I
robbed it this morning to buy donuts on the way to work. It sets on
the chest right under the poster of the racoon.

So, when are ya'll coming back to K.C3? Is mom saving her money so she
can fly?9%ha!

We have been fairly busy. Last nite we had a lasagne dinner with a coupge
from church and lee and Cheryl, Jay and Shelley, =mmst They were all
over at our house Sunday nite for Hot choclate.

Last nite at 3 am I woke up to the sound of the cat banging around in the
kitchen. He got his tail stuck in a spoon that had honey on it. The
fur was matted to the spoon and he was dragging it around on the kitchen
table!!! Something exciting like that happens at least twice a week.

Did ya'll wabch the ho/ie Green Eyes? Mom did you recogninme the lady ast
as being Laura's daughter from Dr. Zvago? Remember when it first started
and the Russian was questioning the young girl? Well, that was the

social worker in Vietmam/

I have a sore throat and feel lousy. I have felt worse this winter than
ever before. I think I'm just tired.

I still want to buy Joshua a sled and harnass. Kirk maybe you could save
your money! I think he is strong enough this winter to pull, and I'm sure
by next winter he will really be a brute.

Well, I better close. PFarewell.

love,

kerry
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MARK R. TROTTER, D.D.S.
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